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subject to interference in the straits, but also it would be
possible, in case of need, to land a foreign army in Italy.
After some hesitation Rome determined on war and sent
a strong army into Sicily. The Mamertines then obliged the
Carthaginian garrison to decamp and surrendered their city
to the Romans.
Confronted by a common danger, Hiero and the Cartha-
ginians made an alliance ; but their armies failed to take
Messana. After this failure, Hiero abandoned his ally and
took sides with the Romans : they seemed to him more
powerful, and they promised, if victorious, not only to recog-
nize his rule over Syracuse and his independence, but also to
extend his kingdom at the cost of the Carthaginian dominions
in Sicily. When this treaty was once made, the king remained
faithful to it throughout the war ; and the Romans were
greatly indebted to him for their final victory. Without his
aid Rome could hardly have solved the problem of feeding
her army, and Syracuse was essential as a station for the
Roman fleet. We shall see later how the struggle with
Carthage forced the Romans to create a powerful navy.
The war for Sicily dragged on for twenty-three years,
from 264 to 241 b. c., with hardly a break. The antagonists
put forth every effort, and both sides revealed a remarkable
genius for war and sent out great generals to command their
armies. Neither the Graeco-Oriental monarchies nor Mace-
donia and Greece took any part in the conflict. The feeling
of the Hellenistic world was neutral, and not one of the
Hellenistic monarchies was directly interested in the result.
Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, was the nearest neigh-
bour of Carthage ; and it is an interesting fact that he kept
up friendly relations with both the combatants.
The victory of Rome in the first Punic war—this name
was used by the Romans who called the Carthaginians Poeni
or Phoenicians—was due chiefly to a number of mistakes
made by the Carthaginians at the very beginning. In spite
of their original superiority at sea, they suffered the Roman
armies to cross from Italy into Sicily; they were unable to
retain Hiero's support; and they failed to send a force
sufficient to destroy the first Roman detachments that landed
in the island. The Romans, on their side, surprised Carthage
by their activity at sea. Helped by Sicilian and Italian
Greeks they built a large fleet, and equipped their ships with

